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Kentucky State Cost Share Program
What is this program?

The Kentucky State Cost Share Program provides financial 
assistance to agricultural producers to install agricultural best 
management practices (BMPs). These BMPs are designed to 
maximize natural resource protection while allowing farming 
operations to continue, and often improve, as a result of their 
installation. 

The program offers 75% reimbursement of BMP installation costs 
for eligible practices, not to exceed $20,000 per application. 

There is a competitive application process for the dispersal of cost 
share funds statewide.



Kentucky State Cost Share Program
Eligible Practices

The 2019 Kentucky Soil & Water Quality 
State Cost Share Practice Handbook details 
the eligible practices and corresponding 
information.



Kentucky State Cost Share Program
Program Objectives

The broad objective of the program is to provide the previously 
described cost share funding to allow agricultural operations to 
maximize conservation BMPs so that sound natural resource 
practices are implemented on a large scale across the Commonwealth. 

The resource concerns are outlined in 416 KAR 1:010. Practices are 
available for a variety of agricultural types and are prioritized based 
on the criteria in the regulation.

The scoring of the applications for approval are primarily based on 
the type of BMP applied for. Each BMP is given a score based on the 
effect to the natural resource concern in question. By regulation, 
BMPs dealing with animal waste receive priority within the program.



Kentucky State Cost Share Program
The “Who” of the Program

The Kentucky Soil & Water Conservation Commission (SWCC) has 
broad oversight over the program. The Kentucky Division of 
Conservation (KDOC) administers SWCC programs on a statewide 
basis.

Conservation districts are the front line of the program in the field. 
The conservation districts solicit applications, keep case files, and 
approve and make payments.  

The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is a partner 
federal agency that often conducts technical field work for the 
program.



Kentucky State Cost Share Program
General Practice Organization

As described earlier, the 2019 Kentucky Soil & Water Quality State 
Cost Share Practice Handbook contains the listing and descriptions 
of eligible BMPs.

The BMP’s are separated into four “categories” of BMP/agricultural 
operation type. Each category then has a subset of eligible BMPs for 
that specific category. Some BMPs may be found in multiple 
categories, and some may be unique to only one.

The four BMP categories are: Livestock: Animal Feeding Operation
Livestock: Pastureland
Cropland
Forestland



Kentucky State Cost Share Program
General Practice Organization

From the previous list, there are two BMP categories for livestock. 
The primary difference in the two are stocking rate or density. When 
a certain stocking density is exceeded, the characteristics of the 
operation change, and waste handling, feeding, etc. often require 
different types of BMPs to be utilized.

Both the 2019 Kentucky Soil & Water Quality State Cost Share 
Practice Handbook and the form Practice Worksheet have the 
descriptions/requirements for each of the Practice Categories and 
when they should be utilized.

BMPs from only one Practice Category may be used per application, 
and each applicant is limited to one application per funding cycle.



Kentucky State Cost Share Program
Application



Questions?

Kentucky Division of Conservation

Jay Nelson – Jay.Nelson@ky.gov
Kentucky Department for Natural Resources
Division of Conservation
Kentucky State Cost Share Program Coordinator

Valerie Tipton – Valerie.Tipton@ky.nacdnet.net
Bourbon County Conservation District
District Technician


